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mother-tongue, and it would appear axiomatic that, for the
African, as for other individuals, the mother-tongue should
form the basis of his development and his means of self-expres-
sion, "The mother-tongue is the true vehicle of mother-wit."
"A man's native speech is almost like his shadow, inseparable
from his personality." "Only through wise use of the mother-
tongue can clearness of thought, independence of judgment,
and sense of individual responsibility be developed at the start,
and only thus can the creation of new classes of native society,
separated from the vast mass of their fellow countrymen by loss
of contact and ready communication with those who have no
knowledge of English, he avoided."1

It is interesting to note that in a small book recently printed
in Nigeria, publications in 54 languages of this colony are
listed: there are many other languages in Nigeria, however,
especially in the pagan areas of the Bauchi plateau in the north,
and in the Niger Delta, which have no literature at all. The
writer went to a training centre in Northern Nigeria and in a
class of thirteen men, there were thirteen languages represented.
Some of these may have been so closely related as to be con-
sidered dialects, but many of them were different languages
and not mutually understandable.

Let us examine what has happened up to the present time,
and see if, in the light of the new ideas that we are looking to
implement, any change in attitude or action is desirable or
possible* In this way, we may perhaps arrive at an estimate of
the part that vernacular languages may play in the immediate
future of African development.

There are wide divergencies in language policy as between
Britain and France or Portugal, for example. France and Portugal
make use of French or Portuguese only in administration and
education in the territories for which they are 'responsible,
not only teaching these languages in school, but using them as
the medium of instruction from the start. They leave the
vernacular either to remain a home language only or gradually
1 In the Calcutta Report on Education, 1919.